Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome to the Autumn Term!
We are absolutely delighted to welcome you and your child to Mars Class for the 2026/2027 academic year. Whether your family is returning to our school community or joining us for the very first time, we are excited to embark on this wonderful learning journey together.
Autumn is a magical time in EYFS. Over the coming weeks, our focus will be on helping your child settle into new routines, make new friends, and feel safe, secure and happy in their new environment.
Please rest assured that in Mars Class, your child is safe, cared for and celebrated for exactly who they are. We want every child to feel happy, valued and confident as they begin this exciting chapter. Together, we will be exploring, laughing, learning, making friends and building confidence, one small step at a time.
Important Information & Routines
· Coats: Please ensure your child brings a waterproof coat every day. The British autumn weather can be unpredictable, and we learn outside in all weathers!
· Spare Clothes: Accidents and messy play happen! Please pack spare socks and underwear to leave in your child's drawer.
· Label Everything: Please clearly label all items of clothing, water bottles and lunchboxes with your child's first name.
· Snack: Children are welcome to bring a healthy, dairy-free snack from home, such as a piece of fruit, a vegetable or breadsticks. We will also provide fruit and milk during the day. Your child will have access to a water bottle at school throughout the day. If you would prefer your child to have a separate water bottle for lunchtime, they are welcome to bring one in.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]PE: Our PE day will definitely be a Thursday. However, physical development is an important part of our EYFS curriculum and will take place every day through opportunities such as outdoor play, climbing, balancing, running, jumping, dancing, movement activities, fine-motor activities and our daily physical development routines.
Please make sure your child has a named PE kit in school. We will send PE kits home at the end of each term so that they can be checked, refreshed and returned ready for the next term.
· Wellies & Waterproof Clothing: If you have any spare named wellies, puddle suits or waterproof suits that your child could bring into school, we would be very grateful. These are particularly useful as we enjoy exploring and learning outdoors in all weathers! Please do not go out and buy anything specifically for school, as we do have some waterproof suits available for children to use. If you do send anything in, please make sure it is clearly labelled with your child's name.

Reading
Once your child begins bringing home a reading book, we ask that you try to hear them read a minimum of three times a week. Your child does not need to read the whole book every night. Short, regular reading sessions are often much more beneficial and enjoyable.
Reading books will be changed twice a week. Please don't worry if your child brings the same book home more than once. Re-reading a familiar book is an important part of developing fluency, confidence and comprehension. It also allows children to practise recognising words and applying the phonics skills they have been learning in school.
Please make reading a positive and enjoyable experience. Lots of praise, encouragement and discussion about the pictures and story are just as valuable as reading the words. Remember to sign their reading records!
Partnering with you
We firmly believe that a child's education is a partnership between home and school. Our door is always open. If you ever have any questions, worries or successes you would like to share, please catch one of the EYFS team at the gate in the morning or at the end of the day.
Thank you for your continued support as we begin this exciting term. We are looking forward to a fantastic year of learning, exploring and growing together!
Warmest regards,
Mars Class Team

